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petition of the Lord's Prayer he emphasizes the messianic character of 
the prayer as a whole. The addition to the fifth petition he does not 
regard as a vow, nor as an independent condition of the divine forgive- 
ness, but rather as a necessary element of faith in the unlimited grace 
of God. The discussion of Paul's relation to the Lord's Prayer enters 
fully into the apostle's doctrine of sin in the Christian life, from which 
he concludes that Paul not only knew the fifth petition, but also prayed 
it in the sense in which Jesus taught his disciples to use it. It is 
regarded as a matter of chance that the writings of Paul contain no 
explicit reference to the Lord's Prayer. A probable allusion to its 
last petition is seen in 2 Tim. 4:18, and an allusion to its opening 
words in the "Abba Father" of Rom. 8:15 and Gal. 4 :6. 

George H. Gilbert. 
Northampton, Mass. 

RECENT LITERATURE IN SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY. 

The chief activity of theologians today is devoted to the problem 
of getting our bearings in the modern world. It is generally felt that 
until we see more clearly the significance of the discoveries of modern 
psychology and biology, and until we know better the meaning of the 
history of doctrine, the time for confident efforts at systematization 
will not arrive. Consequently systematic productions come today, as 
a rule, only from those who have not felt the disturbing influence of 
modern scientific procedure. Dr. Weidner's treatise' represents this 
position. The book is both syllabus and compendium. It contains in 
outline a doctrine of God, biblically, ecclesiastically, and constructively 
set forth. It is founded on a combination of reason and revelation, 
much after the fashion of Thomas Aquinas. Some things are only 
supernaturally known, but are yet corroborated by reason ; other 
things are supernaturally and rationally known ; still others are ration- 
ally known, but are to be accepted because supernaturally authenti- 
cated ; so reason proves the truth of revelation and revelation the truth 
of reason. The author puts his trust in the Aristotelian-Thomistic 
arguments for the existence of God — though it does not quite appear 
that he does so because the church decreed that these arguments have 
scientific validity. He has no difficulty in finding ecclesiastical trini- 
tarianism and Christology in the sacred Scriptures. In no single point 
does one detect that the theology set forth in this volume has been in 

1 Theologia, or the Doctrine of God. Outline Notes based on Luthardt. By Revere 
Franklin Weidner. Chicago: Revell, 1902. 143 pages. $0.75. 
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any way affected on its constructive side by the scientific spirit or 
method. Historical criticism, modern psychology, the evolutionary 
hypothesis — these practically do not exist for the author. In the 
midst of our modern world of doubt, confusion, and spiritual distress, 
our author, like Aristotle's God, seems to abide in sunny and imper- 
turbable repose. However, in one single sentence he does exhibit 
some possibility of agnosticism : " God reveals himself, not according 
to what he is for himself, but to what he is for us." To be sure, there 
are both agnostic and — worse still — Ritschlian implications in this 
sentence, which naturally the author would in principle scorn. But 
did not even Homer sometimes nod ? Nevertheless the book displays 
great theological information, and while its point of view, method, and 
system are all alike entirely antiquated, it may be commended to all 
those who are seeking to be domesticated for ecclesiastical ends in that 
type of theological lore which was and is current in pre-scientific eccle- 
siastical circles. And as, without doubt, it is for such that the good 
doctor has written this volume, we trust that he, too, may find satisfac- 
tion in the fruits of his labor. 

In marked contrast to Weidner's spirit is a little volume of 
popular lectures 2 delivered before a vacation-assembly of Lutheran 
pastors. Wobbermin's Theologie und Metaphysik, which appeared 
in 1901, attracted wide attention because the author, while sym- 
pathizing with the Ritschlian exaltation of practical interests in 
theology, yet believes in the necessity for a metaphysical background 
for theology. In the present volume we have an admirably clear and 
discriminating account of the present status of cosmological, bio- 
logical, psychological, and speculative science with reference to the 
dicta of Christian faith concerning God. An extended bibliography, 
with a brief characterization of the works mentioned, enables the 
reader to verify all statements. Wobbermin finds that while scientists 
generally are decidedly agnostic in their attitude toward the questions 
of theology, yet as an explanation of the data which they present, 
atheism or pantheism would be less satisfactory than theism. There 
are at least plausible grounds for a favorable consideration of the 
Christian conception of God to be found in the teleological character 
of biological development and in the idealistic hypotheses of current 
philosophy. Modern scientific thought thus takes a position of 
friendly neutrality rather than of positive hostility. It would be diffi- 

*Der christliche Gottesglaube in seinem Verhdltnis zur gegenwartigen Philosophic. 
Von Georg Wobbermin. Berlin: Duncker, 1902. iv+ 127 pages. M. 2. 
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cult to find a more scholarly popular exposition of present-day 
scientific thinking in its bearing upon the problem of theology. 
Almost every author quoted is a living leader of thought. A transla- 
tion would be of great service to English and American pastors in 
helping to distinguish the real science of today from the warped pseudo- 
science of over-zealous "reconcilers" among us. 

It is one thing to give a frank account of the attitude of modern 
science toward theology ; it is quite another thing to attempt to recon- 
struct theology by canons furnished by natural science. The former 
task is calculated to promote a real understanding of problems. The 
latter ideal ignores the primary fact of experience, that scientific 
hypotheses and religious beliefs do not spring from the same interests 
of the human spirit. To identify them is to do violence to both. 
Triimpelmann's work 3 will thus be unfavorably criticised by both 
scientists and theologians, while Wobbermin's essay will win approval 
from both. Triimpelmann has written a popular compend of modern 
theology upon the basis of the Apostles' Creed, of which it is an 
explanation, article by article. It is somewhat rhetorical, but it is 
clear, interesting, and will prove of value to pastors and laymen who 
wish to go over the ground of the traditional Christian system afresh 
under the many lights which modern thought is casting upon it. The 
book has a distinct coloring, with which one needs to be acquainted. 
This is imparted not by any desire to antagonize the " modern view of 
the world," but by a cordial, perhaps somewhat too cordial, acceptance 
of that view, which is identified, in one word, with evolution (p. 84). 
His theology is intended, consequently, to be in thorough harmony 
with this view. It is needless to remark that as much error may flow 
from a heedless application of this position to the particulars of the 
system as from the opposite position that all science must agree with 
scripture. Neither side in this discussion is likely to profit much if 
one begins by affirming the priority and infallibility of either. 

An even more cordial adoption of the evolutionary hypothesis as 
the supreme principle of theology is found in Dr. Funk's book. 4 The 
argument may be summarized in the author's own words : " As man 
has stepped from the mineral kingdom to the vegetable kingdom, and 

3 Die moderne Weltanschauung und das apostolische Glaubensbekenntniss. (Leibniz- 
Schleiermacher.) Von August Trumpelmann. Berlin: Schwetschke, 1901. 396 
pages. M. 7. 

* The Next Step in Evolution. By I. K. Funk. New York : Funk & Wagnalls 
Co., 1902. 106 pages. $0.50, net. 
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from the vegetable kingdom to the animal kingdom, and from the 
animal kingdom to the kingdom of natural man, so now he steps from 
the kingdom of natural man to the kingdom of spiritual man, every 
portion of this step a natural process subject to critical analysis if that 
analysis goes deep enough, wide enough, far enough. It is a continua- 
tion of evolution without a break, without a leap, lifting the race by a 
new birth through Christ, the type-life, up to the plane of spiritual 
being and knowing" (pp. 16, 17). The book consists in an incoher- 
ent rhetorical repetition of this thesis. Its loose terminology and 
rhapsodic style place it beyond the reach of either scientific or 
theological criticism. Its value thus consists in its optimistic valuation 
of Christian experience as the supreme reality in the universe. 

Turning now from the modern doctrine of evolution, we have a 
book which undertakes the admittedly somewhat thankless task of 
defending the traditional doctrine of the Logos. 5 Instead of agreeing 
with the prevalent idea that the Logos-concept was a product of the 
extra-Christian world of thought and had a passing significance only 
for the Christian Weltanschauung of its time, the writer starts from the 
presupposition that " the statement of the Holy Scriptures concerning 
the Logos is revealed truth " (Preface, p. iii), and that therefore the 
Logos-idea is a necessary one, and has a value for all time. In trying 
to find this assumed value and so to save the idea from being " a 
worthless piece of old furniture," he bolsters it up with philosophic 
arguments. To it is assigned the function of being the only means of 
successfully combating the mechanical, legalistic conception of the 
world advocated by science. And in addition to this element of 
finality introduced by it, another service it renders is to save men from 
subjectivism in the endeavor to know God and the world. But when- 
ever his philosophic standpoint is at all different from the old neo- 
Platonic dualism the author has put into the Logos-concept a content 
entirely different from that which it historically had. 

The question as to the function and significance of religious faith 
is of never-ending interest. In a volume of six essays Dr. Waddell 6 
expounds the nature of faith in relation to the gospel, to theology, to 
Protestantism, to rationalism, to idealism, and to progress. He 
regards faith as a superrational, but not irrational, function of spirit, 

$Der Logos. Ein Versuch erneuter SVtirdigung einer alten Wahrheit. Von 
Theodor Simon. Leipzig : Deichert, 1902. iv+ 132 pages. M. 2.25. 

6 Essays on Faith. By P. Hately Waddell. Edinburgh and London : Black- 
wood, 1903. 246 pages. 3s. 6d. 
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by which the totality of a reality is grasped in intuitive synthesis. 
Faith is thus prophetic of conclusions which reason must verify by the 
slower process of induction. The author deplores the theological 
analysis which deprives faith of this vital, intuitive quality. Our busi- 
ness is not so much to supplant faith by argument as to reinforce it 
by scientific investigation. The book is stimulating and suggestive ; 
but the critical reader feels the lack of historical and psychological 
foundations for much that is said. Faith is so objectified that it 
assumes somewhat the function of a Hegelian category working out its 
impersonal cosmic function. Yet this abstraction of faith from per- 
sonal life is precisely the evil against which the author constantly pro- 
tests. Nevertheless the author possesses a deep insight into many 
fundamental problems, and has written a book worthy of study. 

A careful examination of the historical theories concerning the 
relative place of scripture and of the Holy Spirit 7 in awakening Chris- 
tian life is full of suggestion. Griitzmacher has made an exhaustive 
examination of the positions taken during the days of the great Prot- 
estant theologians, before pietism and the illumination became influ- 
ential. On the one hand the Anabaptists and radicals asserted an 
immediate communication of grace by the Spirit in ecstasy or in mys- 
tic contemplation. This position readily yields to rationalism, which 
recognizes the inborn Logos as a constant source of divine communi- 
cation to man. On the other hand are the extreme biblicists, who 
teach a " real presence " of divinity in the words of scripture. The 
former extreme ignores or belittles historical fact in religion. The 
latter leads to a bibliolatry which is comparable with the Catholic 
adoration of the host. Between these two extremes all the great theo- 
logians took their stand. The reformed theologians incline toward 
the more radical and subjective pole, and the Lutherans toward the 
position of objective bibliolatry. This historical analysis is admirably 
done. In the constructive portion, however, the author seems to 
assume that the theologians of the seventeenth century possessed all 
the data needed for a dogmatic statement. He ignores the revolu- 
tionary consequences of modern biblical scholarship for our view of 
the nature of the Word. His conclusions will therefore appeal only 
to those who stand theologically upon the ground of unmodified 
orthodoxy. — Schulze continues his investigations of the historical 

1 Wort und Geist. Eine historische und dogmatische Untersuchung zum Gnaden- 
mittel des Wortes. Von Richard A. Grutzmacher. Leipzig : Deichert, 1902. vii 
+ 312 pages. M. 5.50. 
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sources of Calvin's doctrine of the future life. 8 The present study is a 
supplement to his previous work, in which he called attention to the 
Platonic characteristics of Calvin's doctrine. He here shows that 
Erasmus had worked out a Platonic-Christian ideal to which Calvin's 
closely corresponds, and suggests that Erasmus may have been the 
channel through which Calvin received his Platonisms. The pamphlet 
gives copious quotations, which make up an interesting comparative 
study. — A product of excellent and painstaking scholarship is Dr. 
Sanger's examination of Kant's works in chronological order for the 
purpose of ascertaining the great philosopher's conception of faith. 9 
Pre-Kantian thinkers, in discussing the relation between faith and 
knowledge, had dealt merely with the relations of one external system 
of doctrines guaranteed by revelation, with another system of doctrines 
guaranteed by reason. Kant entirely breaks with this external fashion 
of stating the problem. Knowledge for him is co-extensive with 
empirical science of nature. It is incompetent to deal with theo- 
logical truths. These must rest upon faith ; but Kant's faith is no 
longer a secondary form of knowledge. It is as original and as 
significant a function of the human spirit as is logical thinking. Faith 
is thus rescued from its extra-philosophical position and is brought 
within the realm of scientific investigation. How Kant worked out 
this new conception of faith, and what metaphysical validity (or inva- 
lidity) he assigned to the postulates of faith in his various writings is 
admirably shown. As an introduction to certain questions which are 
under vigorous debate in the theological world today this critical study 
is invaluable. 

George B. Foster. 

Gerald Birney Smith. 

8 Calvins Jenseits-Christcnlum in seinem Verhdltnisse zu den religiosen Schriften 
des Erasmus. Untersucht von Martin Schulze. Gorlitz : Diilfer, 1902. 74 pages 
M. 1.60. 

' Kants Lthre vom Glauben. Von Ernst Sanger. Leipzig: DUrr, 1903. xvii 
+ 170 pages. M. 3. 



